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HEAVY IKDUSTRY IN POLAND

METALS INDUSTRY -- Rzeczpoapolita J Driennik Gospodarcry, No 354, 24-26 Des 48

After the var, the metals industry was faced with the problem of supplying
the market ia sufficient quantity t3 oliminste the widespread -hortabo of com-
wodities. By 19k6, the stats heavy and msdium [ﬁ@g industry reached the pre-
war level of production valued at 300 million dollars. In 1947, the prewer
lével wan exceeded by 50 percent and 1548 will see further expansion.

Sales of the metals industry for 1948 amounted to 51 billion zlotys, or
115 percent of the plan (44.5 billion zlotys), compared with sales of 31 billion
zlotye for 19%7, add 10 billion zlotys for 19%6. Of the 1948 produotion, 35
peroert went to state inlustries, 31 percent to the Ministry of Cosmunications,
and 7 peroent to state and municipal institutions and private indugtry. In
1947, the domestio market absorbed 7.5 billion tlotys of the product, whereas in
1948, 1t absorbed 11.7 billion zlotys.

In 1948, the trend in tho distribution of metul products was, in the direotion
of greater souvialization. This was achieved by the organitaticn of: (1) atate
warehouses; und (2) wholesale dstribation centers for the Ceniral Offices of
Iron and Steel, Construotion, and Technology.

¥nolesale distrihution to coopsratives increased threugh the activities of
3,000 village cooperalfves, and of thae Peasant Self-Ald looperstive with its
astvork of 300 outlets thrcughout tke matlon.

The private capitalistic sector, which started the year with one third of
the free market distributicn, was systematically eliminated fxom wholedale
activity. This movement oorurred gredually ic avoid distupting the flow to
large groups of private oconsumers as well as tLe geusral public. There were
180 private vholesale establishments at the beginning oxr cvhe year. 4As stato
vholesale cutiets were set up and were able to taks cars of tia nieds of the
mariet, the ausber of private wholesalers was rednced to 30. Farther redaoticn
in the private sector is antioipated in 19k9, R
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At the retall level, atate snd cooperative putlets accrunted ror 50
percent of the total, in the ratlo of 1:5, respectively.

‘i A@ an intermedlary between producer and consumer, the CHPM (Centrala Handlowa
Przuigysl: Metalovego - Central Sales Office of the Metals Industry) has two
fundamental objectives: to establish the requirements of ths domestic market
and to coordinate production with these rsquirements with respect to quantity,
quality; and variety. It must have accurate knowledge of productive capacity
B and of market demand, and on that basi.:.regulate the mutually dspenlent condi-

o ERE tions of supply and demand. TFor this purpose, departments were aet up for market
: SRR analysis.

Exports of metal products reached 1l million doilars, or 2 percent of
total erportas planned for 1948. The number of items exported increased from
Lo in IOWT to 93 in 154B. The share of sommoditfsa 1n che most advanced stags of
. '\roductlon incressed from one perceat in 1947 to 4 percent in 1948.

In 1947, we exported to 21 nations; in 1548, te 35. Burvpe abeorbed 90
percent of the exports, with 40 percent golng to the Balkmn countries, followed
by Soandiparian countries, the USSR, Levant, snd lastly pations overseas.

PREFABRICATED CONSTRUCTION ELEMENTS -- Rfeozpospolita i Dezieanlk Gospodarowy,
Bo 357, 29.Dec 48 )
Nodsrn construstion no longsr relies on bricke and beamg. Construction with
prefabrioated anits made of rubble and concrete hag proved chesper and faster.
Tae SPB @Bpoleczne Prrelsieborstwo Budowlena - Public Construction Euterprllq)
i eatablished in 1945 .in Zaliborze, was the first plant to produce such prefabrioated
elements. In the beginning, this concrete plant employed several scores of
workers and turned out only curbstones and slabs for sidewalks, produced with
: . mapnnal labor. Today, the plant employs several hundred skilled workers in
Ll i, ' mechanized production of construction elewsnte.

By the end of the third quarter of 1948, this plant completad its quota for
the year with about 140,000 units of hollow brick and over 60,000 top beanms,
anounting to 41,500 square meters. In addition, it produced 5 500 linear msteia
) of staircase olc.\nnt-, over 12,000 linear meters of doorsills, 16,000 square
R moters of partitions, 100,000 cement bricks, large quantitiss of rafters and

ot roofing slabs, 40,000 sidewalk slabs ani curbstones, and other valuable elements
from rubble-conorete for residential construction.

3 L Similar plants have beea set up in Mokotow and Olsztyn.
NEW BROWK COAL DEPOSIT -- Zycie Warszawy, No 358, 20 Dec 43
A new deposit of vrowu coal of good quality has Lssn dlscovered asgr

- Wielowlies. During 1949, teste vill be carried oui to determine the extent
) D of the deposit and the profitability of working it.
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